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the long run, only the family and family life can remove the danger of racial intermingling and ensure successful development of the Empire.
Racial politics and plans of settlement touch each other, and the faster colonization progresses, the smaller the racial peril becomes.
Mussolini has given enormous encouragement to settlement in Italian East Africa, with the result that it has already been possible to put large plans into execution. We will now proceed to make their acquaintance.
ITALIAN SETTLEMENT POLICY
The Fascist Government, when bringing forward its colonial claims, has always explained that to Italy, as an over-populated country, the colonial question is not a matter of powrer politics, or bred of any wish to govern native kingdoms, but a problem of finding room and a means of livelihood for a nation which is increasing to the extent of approximately four hundred thousand people a year.
England and France have shown little understanding for this point of view. Neither country knows this difficult problem and consequently cannot estimate its importance and seriousness. France's lack of population and decline in birth-rate are so well known that there is no need again to comment upon them in connection with the meagre French surface layer which la France d*outre-mer can only show.
In the British African colonies (not reckoning South Africa and the mandated areas), which comprise nearly two million square kilometres, there are 17 million natives and only about 3300 white people. The Sudan possesses a native population of 55500,000, but there are not more than a couple of hundred white men, including many Orientals. In such circumstances, is it possible any longer to speak of a * colony/ which, the dictionary tells us, is a c settlement and land for emigrants * ? Or are we seriously to recognize that the original conception of the colonial idea has suffered a strong moral decay ?